Virtual Desktop Infrastructures (VDI) look good on the IT whiteboard. Their lower operational
costs and longer desktop/laptop life expectancy are top expectations. In execution, however,
the projects often stall. Calculating the necessary compute performance, storage performance
and storage capacities are ongoing problems. Hyperconverged architectures are almost tailor
made to address the challenges that VDI creates.
What is Hyperconvergence?
A hyperconverged architecture is an architecture
that combines compute, storage and networking
into a single tier. The systems typically leverage an
existing hypervisor like VMware, Xen or HyperV.
They then add a software defined storage solution
designed for a virtual infrastructure. The storage
software is installed on each node in the virtual cluster and it aggregates the internal storage
resources of each node into a single volume. As the environment needs more compute
performance, storage performance or storage capacity additional nodes are integrated into the
cluster and the storage software aggregates the new nodes storage into the existing volume.
Why Hyperconvergence and VDI?
Ideally hyperconverged architectures work best when compute and storage resource demands
scale at roughly the same pace and this is exactly what happens in a VDI environment. As IT
needs new virtual desktops, IT adds new nodes to the cluster and those nodes bring the CPU
and storage resources that new virtual desktops need.
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Why Atlantis?
While there are plenty of hyperconverged solutions on the market, most stumbled into the VDI
opportunity. Atlantis has had a focus on VDI since day one. Its software is specifically designed
to work with not only the hypervisors that host virtual desktops but also the broker software that
orchestrates its implementation and use. The Atlantis solution is available as software only
(USX) and as a turnkey allflash appliance (HyperScale), enabling organizations to choose to
implement the solution as they see fit.
At the heart of the Atlantis solution is the storage software Atlantis USX. It provides automated
tiering including leveraging RAM, making sure VDI users get the performance they demand,
which ensures adoption. Tiering also enables organizations to keep costs down, destaging less
active data sets to flash or hard disk drives. The software also provides data efficiency features
like compression, deduplication, thin provisioning and writable snapshots.
Most hyperconverged solutions focus management and integration around the hardware, the
storage and the hypervisor. They provide little integration to the other components of a VDI
deployment of the virtual workspace like the desktops, apps and its data. Customers can
manage Atlantis USX SDS and Atlantis HyperScale appliances together, increasing data center
agility with a single platform across any new or existing infrastructure.
Conclusion
Every hyperconverged vendor is interested in the VDI opportunity but few are investing in it like
Atlantis. While the company has an excellent hyperconverged offering for a variety of
workloads, its integration with the various components of the virtual workspace should allow
organizations to complete the VDI rollout faster and with greater success while enabling greater
longterm scale.

About Atlantis Computing
Atlantis Computing, winner of the Best of VMworld and Best of Citrix Synergy awards, offers the
industry’s most simple and agile virtual workspace platform. Atlantis delivers high performance,
the best user experience, simplest management, and at the lowest cost over traditional
infrastructures. Atlantis provides the flexibility to optimize and increase the performance and
capacity of any mix of new or existing hardware, local and shared storage, and enable the
transition to more efficient hyperconverged and public cloud storage. The Atlantis solutions
effectively reduce costs by lowering data center infrastructure requirements, simplifying
deployment, and eliminating the need to buy shared storage again.
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To date, Atlantis has deployed over 120 petabytes of storage for more than 800 customers,
servicing 7 of the top 10 global banks, and over 1 million virtual workspaces including the largest
virtualization deployments in the world. Atlantis is privately held and funded by Adams Street
Partners, Cisco Systems, El Dorado Ventures and Parch Ventures, with headquarters in
Sunnyvale, California and offices in Europe.
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